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 [image: image2.png]Amusement, or theme parks
are visited by millions of
people every year. They can
be found all around the

world. Amusement parks
may contain hundreds of
different attractions
including rides, shows,
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Amusement parks, funfairs and
carnivals share features in
common. They all have rides,
ood, novelties to buy and

sideshows. However, most
amusement parks are in a fixed
location, compared to travelling |
unfairs and carnivals, which

are temporary types of
amusement parks.




 [image: image4.png]pleasure gardens, found in
Europe. In Medieval times

pleasure gardens were
established as places for
people to go and have fun.
They had live entertainment,
ireworks, dancing, games
and even some rides.
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Travelling fairs started as a way for
merchants to sell their goods around
the country. They would travel from
village to village, setting up stalls to

sell their wares.

These fairs drew large crowds,
encouraging food sellers, minstrels,
acrobats, fire-eaters and other
entertainers to come along to perform
for all of the people there.




 [image: image6.png]The world’s oldest amusement
park can be found in
Copenhagen, Denmark.

The pleasure garden at

Bakken was founded in 1583
and is still open today. It has
about 2.5 million visitors each
year and is the second most
popular tourist attraction in
Denmark.
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Bakken was opened on c TME M
the site of a natural e,
spring, many people

travelled there to try

the waters.

These crowds attracted
merchants and
entertainers and the
first amusement park
was born.
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Today Bakken is a thriving
amusement park filled with
rides and modern

amenities. It has five roller

coasters as well as dozens
of other amusement rides
for all ages. It is also
home to other carnival
style games, slot machines
and dancing.
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World fairs began in 1851, f
with the The Great Exhibition at [
the Crystal Palace in London,
England. These fairs, or

expositions, were created to
celebrate the industrial
achievements of the time. They
fairs included demonstrations of
the latest technology along with §
education and entertainment. |
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As World Fairs grew in
popularity, rides and other
attractions were
introduced, including the
first steel Ferris wheel
which was shown at the
World’s Columbian
exposition of 1893, in
Chicago, USA.




 [image: image11.png]s [First Amnsoiment Parkk

The oldest amusement park in the
UK is called Blackgang Chine, on
the Isle of Wight. Blackgang

Chine opened in 1843. When the

Isle of Wight became a popular
seaside resort Blackgang Chine
also became popular. The owners
created a garden and included

gift shops and added attractions
including a whale skeleton! ‘




 [image: image12.png]Blackgang Chine continued
to develop through the
years. In 1967 one of the
owners visited the USA and
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was inspired by Disney to
develop themes for their
park. Dinosaurland,
Frontierland and
Nurseryland were developed
during the 1970’s.
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Blackpool Pleasure Beach was J
founded in 1896 by W.G.Bean.

He wanted to create an
American Style Amusement

Park where adults could feel

like children again. The

Pleasure Beach was home to

various rides, including the Sir [Z55

Hiram Maxim Flying Machines, isse

which are still popular today. et




 [image: image14.png]In the 1930’s new rides were
introduced, including The
Rollercoaster, The Pleasure
Beach Express, and the

world-famous twin track
coaster, The Grand National.
The Pleasure Beach is one of
Britain’s most popular tourist I
attractions, with over 6.2 ;
million visitors a year.




 [image: image15.png]Alton Towers is a theme
park located in
Staffordshire. It attracts
around 2.7 million visitors

per year making it one of
the most visited theme
parks in the United
Kingdom, after Blackpool
Pleasure Beach.




 [image: image16.png]Alton Towers was built on the site
of an old country house, once the
home of the Earls of Shrewsbury.

Alton Towers theme park was

created in 1980 and was home to
Europe’s first inverted roller
coaster — Nemesis, the world’s first
vertical drop roller coaster —
Oblivion, and the world’s first
flying roller coaster — Air.
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Disneyland is probably one
of the world’s best known
amusement parks. The
original Disneyland was

built during the 1950’s in
California, USA. Today
there are 5 Disneyland
resorts, found in California,
Florida, Tokyo, Paris and
Hong Kong.
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Walt Disney World, in
Florida, is the world’s
largest and most popular
amusement park. It covers

47 square miles and

includes four theme parks,

two water parks, 23 hotels
and a campsite! Over 17 %"
million people visit Walt
Disney World each year.





