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In order to know how to read a
I map and give directions, and how

to find out where something is,

you need to know how to use a

compass as having 4 points,

M North, South, East and West,
but there is far more to a
compass than you would think.
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W How does a compass work

o The needle swings so that one end

g:? magnetic north pole. Since the
L dneedle has two ends the end that

of it is always pointing to the

2 points to the north has some sort
E22of mark on it. Sometimes it is
o coloured red, or has N printed on

it and sometimes it just has a

@

fancy arrow on the end.
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24 The compass has four main

Eil points, or cardinal points.
£51 These are North, South
) East and West. If you
o think of a compass like a
Jl) clock, the North is at 12,
2 East at 3, South at 6 and
&l West at 9.
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s How can we reimember the points of @ coripass?
FM North and South are easy to

zg :]em:,mber',sbu‘rTEas‘r and a/tas‘r Q

are a little trickier. Picture

@ the compass in your head and

Ll remember that it spells WE,
bl across the middle, so West is
F-Jon the Left and East on the

right, of the compass face as
you look at it.
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P We can also use some handy
Ji sayings or mnemonics to
g remember the order of the

Can you make one up yourself
@ to remember the points of the

2o compass?
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A What do do if we want to ki
&1 go in @ d%#erem direction? B

b1 Imagine that you are standing

you are told to travel North,
that's easy; you just follow the
g line going North. The same
> thing happens with the other

- North and East? &
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erent direction?

N

dl for the points they lie between.,,,
4 They always begin with North or
Bl south. They are Northeast,
E22 Southeast, Southwest and
o Northwest.
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Y There are eight more points on the
L2 compass, with names. They are called the
& secondary intercardinal points. They lie
adll half way between the cardinal points (N,
@ S, W, &E) and the intercardinal points
bl (NE, SE, SW & NW). They are named
Eir) according to the points they lie between.
P The cardinal point comes first, and then
ke the intercardinal point. The first four
o are:

North-northeast, East-northeast,
@ East-southeast and South-southeast.

& Can you name the rest? &





[image: image10.png]Now you can tell someone
"M fairly accurately, how to get
to any point using a compass.

Try drawing some circles on

paper, and marking North on
gl them. Then see if you can
name the other points of





