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The Crown Jewels mclude all
of the items, including
clothing, that are used by the
King or Queen of the United
Kingdom during their

coronation ceremony and at
other state functions. The
Crown Jewels include crowns ¥
orbs, sceptres, swords, rings,
spurs and the royal robe
along with other items.




 [image: image3.png]The collection includes pieces made for [

different monarchs and their consorts. )
However, other than a spoon and an
ampoule, none of them date back to |

before 1661. This is because Oliver
Cromwell had all of the crown jewels
melted down and sold off following
the execution of King Charles I.




 [image: image4.png]St Edward’s Crown was made in 1661
for the coronation of King Charles II. It
is made of solid gold, with four arms.
Each arm has a cross at the base.
Between the arms are four fleur de lis.

The crown is topped with a cross. The %
crown contains 444 jewels. The base of
the crown contains a velvet cap and is
surrounded by ermine. The crown
weighs 4lb 120z (2.2kg) and is said to
be very heavy and difficult to wear.




 [image: image5.png]The Imperial State Crown was made
in 1937 for the coronation of King
George VI. It is of a similar design to
St Edward’s Crown. The Imperial
State Crown includes many precious

gems, including: 2,868 diamonds,
273 pearls, 17 sapphires, 11
emeralds, and 5 rubies. The crown is
used at the end of a coronation,
when the monarch leaves
Westminster Abbey. It is also worn
for the State Opening of Parliament.
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The George IV State Diadem was
made in 1820 for the coronation
of King George IV. The diadem
includes 1333 and 169 pearls
along its base. Its design features
roses, thistles and shamrocks, the
symbols of England, Scotland
and Ireland. The diadem was
also worn during the coronation
procession of Queen Victoria,
and later Queen Elizabeth II.

———




 [image: image7.png]The Sceptre with the Cross, also known as
the St Edward’s Sceptre, the Sovereign's
Sceptre or the Royal Sceptre. It was
originally made for the coronation of King

Charles IT in 1661. In 1905, it was
redesigned after the discovery of the
Cullinan Diamond. Now it includes one of
the largest diamonds in the world, the
Cullinan I, or the Great Star of Africa,
which weighs over 530 carats.
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The Sceptre with the Dove, also
known as the Rod with the Dove
or the Rod of Equity and Mercy,
included a gold rod with bands of

gemstones, surmounted by a
sphere and an enamelled dove,
representing the Holy Ghost. The
Sceptre with the Dove symbolises
the spiritual authority of the
Monarch under the Cross.
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The Orb is a hollow gold sphere

weighing 42 ounces (1,200 ¢) and B
measuring about 16.5 centimetres in
diameter. Spanning the equator is a

band of pearls and gemstones, with a

similar half-band running across the
top half of the Orb. An amethyst and
cross are on top of the Orb. The Orb
is a religious symbol; it represents the
Monarch’s role as Defender of the
Faith and as Supreme Governor of
the Church of England.
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Five swords are used during the coronation.

The Jewelled Sword of Offering is the only sword actually
presented to the

Sovereign during the

coronation. The hilt

and the scabbard are
both encrusted with
jewels and the blade is
made of Damascus
steel.
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The Great Sword of State is the largest
sword in the collection, and is borne in i
ront of the Monarch by the Lord Great§
Chamberlain both at the coronation @
and at the State Opening of

Parliament. The gilt handle has
crosspieces representing the lion and
unicorn and the scabbard is decorated
with jewels in the shapes of the floral
symbols of the United Kingdom: the
rose for England, the thistle for
Scotland, and the shamrock for Ireland.




 [image: image12.png]The other three swords used are the
Sword of Spiritual Justice, the Sword
of Temporal Justice, and the Sword
of Mercy. The first two symbolise the
sovereign’s relationship with church

and state and the latter represents
Curtana, the short sword of Ogier the
Dane which he was warned to draw
in mercy not in vengeance.




 [image: image13.png]Ce rom@f@&@m Rings

The Coronation Ring was
made for William IV's
coronation in 1831.
Previously, each Sovereign

received a new ring to
symbolize their "marriage” to
the nation, though no new
rings have been used since
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When the Sovereign is anointed by the
Archbishop of Canterbury, the
anointing oil is poured from the
Ampoule into the Anointing Spoon. The
Ampoule is a hollow gold vessel shaped

like an eagle, and the Spoon is a
silver-gilt spoon set with pearls. The
ampoule is believed to be the one first
used in the coronation of Henry IV in
1399. It is accompanied by a golden
spoon which was made in the 13th




 [image: image15.png]The Armills are gold bracelets
said to symbolise sincerity and
wisdom. Upon Queen Elizabeth
[I's coronation, a new set of gold
armills were produced and

presented on the behalf of
various Commonwealth
governments, namely: the United
Kingdom, Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, South Africa,
Pakistan, Ceylon, and Southern




 [image: image16.png]The Crown Jewels have been kept at the
Tower of London since 1303 after they were
stolen from Westminster Abbey. After the
coronation of Charles II, they were locked
away and shown for a viewing fee paid to a

custodian. However, this arrangement ended
when Colonel Thomas Blood attempted to
steal the Crown Jewels after having bound
and gagged the custodian. Thereafter, the
Crown Jewels were kept in a part of the
Tower known as Jewel House, where armed
guards defend them.





