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[image: image2.png]What is an Islane?

Islands are
areas of land,
smaller than a . ‘ mermcocdy
continent, that

Efute Island
(Republic of Vanuatu)

are surrounded




[image: image3.png]Very small islands can be
called islets, skerries, cays

or keys. An island in a river

or a lake may be called an
eyot or ait, and a small

island off the coast may be
called a holm. A grouping

of geographically or
geologically related islands

is called an archipelago. .
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Continental islands lie on the
continental shelf of a continent.
Examples include Borneo and
Sumatra off Asia; New Guinea
and Kangaroo Island off

Australia; Great Britain and
Sicily off Europe; Greenland
and Sable Island off North

America; and Barbados and
Trinidad off South America.
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Oceanic islands are ones that do not

sit on continental shelves. The

majority are volcanic in origin, such

as Saint Helena in the South Atlantic
Ocean. The few oceanic islands that

are not volcanic are tectonic in origin
and arise where plate movements

have lifted up the deep ocean floor ,
above the surface. Macquarie Island

~ Research sites

was formed this way. ~ St

=
% ANTARCTICA
o

e e e e e e e e e _Se

pwinstantdisplay.co.uk




[image: image6.png]What s an Atell?

An atoll is an island formed from
a coral reef that has grown on an
eroded and submerged volcanic
island. The reef rises to the
surface of the water and forms a

new island. Atolls are typically
ring-shaped with a central
lagoon. Examples include the Line
Islands in the Pacific and the

Maldives in the Indian Ocean.




[image: image7.png]Troplcal Islands
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Approximately 45,000 tropical
islands with an area of at least
12 acres exist. Examples formed
from coral reefs include
Maldives, Tonga, Samoa,

Nauru, and Polynesia. Granite
islands include Seychelles and
Tioman and volcanic islands
such as Saint Helena.




[image: image8.png]Hew are Idlones formaea?

Most of the Earth's islands are natural and have
been formed by tectonic forces or volcanic

eruptions.However, artificial (man-made) islands
also exist, such as the

island in Osaka Bay off

the Japanese island of
Honshu, on which
Kansai International
Airport is located.




[image: image9.png]Artificial islands can be built using natural materials
or artificial ones (e.g. concrete slabs or recycled

waste). Sometimes natural islands are artificially
enlarged, such as

Vasilyevsky Island, which &

had its western shore
extended in the
construction of the
Passenger Port of St
Petersburg.
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Greenland is the world's largest
island that is not a continent. It

covers 822,706 square miles.
Greenland only has a population
of around 56,000 people making

it one of the least densely
populated places in the world.
Greenland is part of the
continent of North America, but
politically it is part of Europe.
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Great Britain is the ninth

largest island in the world, armanmic
and is the largest island in
the British Isles. Itis the e 7,

third most populated island % umfsb K{NG k

e T
OCEAN ,’ Scotland7

in the world, is part of ; e Great .
Europe, and is located off ““IRELAND ;l Britain °
the northwest coast of - 7 { Englundj

France.
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Madagascar is the fourth comoRos, £
largest island in the world. It is
located off the southeast coast

of Africa. Madagascar is home
to many animal and plant

species that can’t be found
anywhere else on the planet.
Around 80% of the plant and
animal life on the island can
only be found on Madagascar.
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Honshu is the largest island Vs
that makes up the country A *
of Japan. It is the seventh A
largest island and has the i

second most people, with a
population of over 100

million. The highest Dk
mountain on Honshu is the

famous volcano Mount Fuji /
and the largest city is Tokyo.
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Luzon is the main island of a large number of islands
that make up the country of the Phlllppmes. Itis the
fifth most populated " £

island in the world,

and is home to the

city of Manila.
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