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A mountain is a landform which is
higher than the surrounding area. S
S

Mountains are usually higher than v:/\_r\\ 5
2000 feet. g _,\\ i
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They have steep, sloping sides Y ave /
and sharp or slightly rounded

ridges and peaks. k
You can find mountains on every

continent and even beneath the

sea.
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Mountains are created over long periods of time by tremendous
forces in the earth.Mountains are formed by volcanism, erosion, and
disturbances or an uplift in the earth’s crust.
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The main differences in climates
of mountains are temperature
and moisture.

Mountains tend to have much
wetter climates than the
surrounding flat land.

Climates change rapidly on

mountains, becoming colder the
higher the altitude gets.
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The climate on a mountain
changes the higher up you go.

Generally the climate gets

progressively colder with increased ¥

altitude.

Some mountains reach higher
than the clouds. At this altitude
the extreme cold and high winds
cause blizzards.
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The weather can change very
quickly up mountains.

For example, in just a few minutes
a thunder storm can roll in when
the sky was perfectly clear, and in

just a few hours the temperatures

can drop from extremely hot
temperatures to temperatures that
are below freezing.
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Mountains can affect the climate

of nearby lands.

In some areas, mountains block
rain, so that one side of a
mountain range may be rainy and
the other side may be a desert.
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Farmers graze their animals on
them.

Water authorities make reservoirs
and pump the water to towns and
cities.

Forestry companies grow
coniferous forests and harvest
wood on them.
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10% of the world’s 6 billion
people live on Mountains.

The Alps are the most densely
populated mountain area in the
world. Eleven million people live in |
the Alps.

People as well as other animals

and plants have adapted to llvlng

in the mountains.
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Mountains can make travel
difficult.

Mountains can be very difficult to
cross. They are often rugged and filled
with forests and wild animals, such as
bears and wolves. They may have no
natural ‘passes,’ or easy places to
cross the mountains. Mountains can
also be hard to climb or may have ice
or snow or glaciers that make travel
dangerous.
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Mountains can aid tourism and bring
in money for the people who live

there. More than 50 million people § -

visit mountains each year. Many
mountain towns around the world
depend on tourists to support them.
People in the town provide food and
lodging for tourists who come to enjoy
the nearby mountains.





