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[image: image2.png]A tributary is a stream or river flowing into a larger river.

The water being drained from two areas now flows in one
main channel. A river grows as more tributaries flow into it.




[image: image3.png]A meander is a bend in a river. Meanders normally occur in

the middle and lower courses where the water is moving
more slowly. The river carves out S-shaped bends.




[image: image4.png]The source is the start, or beginning, of a river. The source of

a river is usually found in the hills or mountains. A river can

have more than one source. The source is where a river begins
d its journey.
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| A reservoir is an artificial (man-made) lake. It is created by
f flooding the land behind a dam. Some of the world's largest

| lakes are reservoirs.



[image: image6.png]At its mouth, the river flows into another body of water. The
2| mouth may be where the river meets the sea, a lake or a
larger waterway. Most rivers flow out into the sea, and this is
| where they end their journey.
_ _




[image: image7.png]If a river has a wide mouth, this is called an estuary. The river
carries a lot of sediment as it travels from its source to its

| mouth. When the fresh water from the river meets the salty
water from the sea, the river drops its sediment.




[image: image8.png]§ A waterfall is J‘orrﬁed where. water flows over a cliff or very

steep drop in the river's bed.



[image: image9.png]= The floodplain is the flat land of the river valley close to the |
river banks. The floodplain is usually found in the lower course e
& of ariver. It is a fertile area of land, used for agriculture and

rowing crops. The floodplain is covered with water when a

¥ river floods.



[image: image10.png]A weir is an artificial wall built across a river in order to make

the river deeper. A weir is a small type of dam and it looks like
a waterfall because water flows over the top of the weir.




[image: image11.png]At the rapids, the river is shallow and flowing very quickly

over rocks, boulders and stones sticking out above the water
2 level.





