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What are butterflies?

Butterflies belong
to a group of
animals called
insects. They have
six legs and four
large wings.
Butterflies belong
to the family
Lepidoptera, which
means “scaled
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[image: image3.png]There are about 28,000
different species of butterﬂtes
around the world.

Most of them can be found in
tropical areas, such as

rainforests.

The most common butterfly is
the Cabbage White. The rarest
is the Queen Alexandra’s :
Birdwing, it is also the world's
biggest butterfly.
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which it likes to lay its
eqgs.

The eggs are covered with
a special kind of glue that
hardens very quickly.

The glue keeps the eggs
safe from predators and
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The eggs hatch and the

tiny butterfly larvae, or
caterpillars crawl out.
Caterpillars spend almost

all of their time eating

leaves. They grow very
quickly; some caterpillars
grow to 30,000 times theirf™4 4
original size over a few ;
weeks! Caterpillars shed
their skin as they grow.
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[image: image6.png]When the caterpillar is fully
grown it makes a button of
silk, which is used to fasten
its body to a leaf or twig.

It sheds its last skin, under
the old skin is a hard skin
called a chrysalis. Inside the
chrysalis the caterpillar turns
into a butterfly.
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develops inside

butterfly
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Butterflies get all of
their nourishment from
drinking. They have a
long, narrow tube,

called a proboscis that (&

works like a straw.
They mostly feed on
nectar from flowers but 3
also feed on tree sap,
dung, pollen or rotting
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Butterflies and
caterpillars are

food for many

different animals.

Birds, ants, snakes, |§%
toads, rats and

lizards all love to =
eat butterflies and EEESN
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[image: image10.png]Butterflies and caterpillars

have tricks to stop predators

trying to eat them.
Some butterflies and
caterpillars taste bad so

predators don't eat them.
Other butterflies have
copied the look of these bad
tasting butterflies, so
predators won't eat them
eitherl

developed
patterns similar

butterfly shown
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Caterpillars often use
camouflage to prevent them
being seen by predators.
Some butterflies and
caterpillars also have dark

spots on their wings or
bodies. The dark spots look
like eyes, they can frighten
or distract any animal that
might think about eating
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Are butterjlics

Butterflies are very pretty to
look at, but they are also
very useful in the
environment.

Butterflies pollinate many
different flowers, some carry
the pollen over great
distances. They are also an
important part of many
different food chains.
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[image: image13.png]The Queen Alexandra’s
Birdwing is the biggest
butterfly. Its wingspan canf §
measure up to 30

centimetres (12 inches). It

is a rare, tropical butterfly
from the rainforests of
New Guinea. It was
named after Queen
Alexandra, the wife of King
Edward VII of England.





