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Darwin is sometimes known
as the father of Modern
Biology. He was a naturalist
(he studied nature) who
travelled the world studying
and collecting samples of

many creatures. He is most
famous for his theory of
Natural Selection, which
explains how animals and
plants have evolved or
developed over time.




[image: image3.png]Charles Robert Darwin was born
in Shrewsbury, England on

February 12th, 1809. His father
was a very successful doctor, his
mother was the daughter of the

famous potter - Josiah

Wedgewood. From a young age

Charles had an interest in natural

history and enjoyed collecting

and studying insects and other

creatures. His mother died when
&) he was only 8 years old.




[image: image4.png]Charles didn't really like school. His
father wanted him to become a
doctor but Darwin found the lectures
boring and didn't like to study for the
exams. He was more interestedin |
learning taxidermy and investigating @

animals and plants. His father was
not very happy that Charles
neglected his medical studies so he
enrolled him at Christ's College,

Cambridge. There he was to study to S

become an Anglican Priest.




[image: image5.png]Charles preferred to spend his
time riding and shooting. He also
began collecting beetles. Charles
did eventually begin to study
hard and passed the course. He
planned on travelling to Tenerife

before starting work as a priest.
However, two weeks after he
returned home he received a
letter of fering him a place as a
naturalist on the HMS Beagle.
Dar'wm decided to take the
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Darwin spent 5 years travelling around South America.
While the Beagle travelled along the coast, Darwin spent
most of his time on land. He collected and studied many
species of animals as well as fossils he had also
discovered. He sent

detailed notes along

with letters and copies |
of his journal home to [
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Darwin spent some time on t
Galapagos Islands, a group of
volcanic islands located along

the equator. He noticed that
mocking birds on the island

were very different from those |

found in Chile and that they

also had small differences
between islands. He found that §5&
tortoise shells had different |
shapes and patterns showing

which island they came from.
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As the Beagle began its journey
home Darwin's observations on his
travels led him to wonder about
the differences found in animals
of the same species. Darwin
began to think that maybe species

changed, depending on where they |
came from. He thought that it i
was possible that species

developed or evolved over time to
adapt to their particular
environments.




[image: image9.png]When Darwin arrived back in

England he became a Science

Celebrity. He travelled around DAR IN
London and Cambridge looking for THE VOYAGE OF THE BEAGLE
zoologists to study his huge

collection of specimens. He gave

presentations of his findings and

was also elected to the council of

the Geographical Society and

later the Royal Society. Over the

following year Darwin wrote a

record of his trip, "The Voyage of
&) the Beagle
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Over the next few years Darwin
worked to develop his theories of
how species evolve over time. In
1859 he was finally ready to

publish his ideas. His essay was ¥
titled On the Origin of Species by |

Means of Natural Selection, or

The Preservation of Favoured

Races in the Struggle for Life

(often shortened to ‘The Origin

of Species). On the first day of

Publication the entire stock of
&) 1%50 gopies sold out.




[image: image12.png]Darwin's theory of how life evolved
on earth was not accepted by many
people. During his lifetime most
people believed that everything was
created by God, in seven days, as
described in the Bible. Darwin's

theory suggested that this wasn't

true. It also suggested that man

might not have been created by God

but that man evolved over many

years from ape like creatures.

Darwin was attacked and ridiculed,
cially by the church.




[image: image13.png]Throughout the rest of his
life Darwin continued to study
nature. He studied many
plants and animals and
published papers, essays and
books.

Darwin died on April 19th

1882. He had expected to be

buried in the local churchyard

but instead he was given a

state funeral and buried in

Westminster Abbey, close to
&) Slr' Isaac Newton.




[image: image14.png]2009 marked the bicentenary of
Darwin’s birth, and 150 years
since the publication of 'On the
Origin of Species'. Darwin's life
and works were celebrated around

the world, with events and
publications being organised. The §
natural History Museum in London
hosted the Darwin exhibition. A
special commemorative £2 coin
was released, showing Darwin





