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Have you ever been told
you look just like your
mum, dad, brother or
sister?

Although we all look

different from each other
people often notice that we |
look a little bit like someone
else in our family.

You might be able to tell
two people are related just
by looking at them.




[image: image3.png]You might have the same
colour eyes, the same
shaped nose or lips or other
features in common with
you parents, brothers,

sisters, grandparents and
other members of your
family. We inherit some of
our looks from our parents,
just as they inherited some
of their looks from their




[image: image4.png]All living things, both plants
and animals, inherit their
physical and biological
characteristics from their
parents.

Each new life may look very
similar, or even identical to
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For thousands of years people
have been selectively breeding
plants and animals to create
better crops and livestock.
They might choose the

strongest or the largest bull to
breed with their cows in order
to produce healthier calves.
They might take the pollen
from the reddest rose to
pollinate other flowers, hoping
to create even brighter
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Cows have been bred
for different
purposes. Selective
breeding has led to
different breeds of

cattle including the
Aberdeen Angus
which is bred for its
beef, and the Friesian
which has been bred
for its milk.




[image: image7.png]People have learnt to take the
best characteristics of different
plants and animals and breed
from them to create more
useful varieties. For example,

people have cross-bred wheat
which produces a large crop
with wheat that is resistant to
disease. This created a
variety of wheat that produces
a large amount of seeds and is
less likely to be destroyed by
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One of the ways we can see
where people have used
inheritance to change
characteristics of animals is in
dog breeding. Dogs are all

the same species but they can
look very different.

From tiny Chihuahuas to
Great Danes, these animals do
not look like they could
possibly be related but they




[image: image9.png]Dogs have been one of the
most popular working and
companion animals
throughout history. Over
thousands of years dogs have

been selectively bred for
different purposes. This has
led to hundreds of separate
breeds of dogs, each with
characteristics specific to
particular breeds.
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Dogs have been bred to perform
different services for humans.

They have been bred to herd

sheep, search for and rescue

people, guard people and property, g ]

sniff out drugs, explosives and M
firearms and to help people who |
are blind, deaf or have other
disabilities. Different breeds of

dogs perform different roles. The
characteristics of these breeds are
what make them suited for their
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Just like other animals
and plants, separate dog
breeds have been
created through selective
breeding. From common

ancestors people took
dogs with a
characteristic they liked
and bred from those
animals rather than their
brothers or sisters.




[image: image12.png]A@flog

If you wanted a dog with thick

fur, because you lived in a cold,
snowy place, you might choose to *
only breed from the dog which

had the thickest fur. Some

puppies born from that breeding
would have thicker fur. If you
continued breeding only from

those with the thickest fur,
eventually, over many generations jus’
of dogs, you would end up with a
dog with a lovely thick coat,
perfect for the snowy weather.





