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Tanka is a classic form of

Japanese poetry related to the

haiku with five unrhymed lines of
five, seven, five, seven, and seven

syllables.

When we buried Red

The sunlight stroked his smooth

coat

And gentled his bed,

Because even in death

The soft, petting day loved h|m
Coral Rumble
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A limerick has five lines. The last
words of lines one, two, and five
rhyme. The last words of lines
three and four rhyme.

There was an old man from Peru
Who dreamed he was eating his shoe
He awoke in the night
With a terrible fright

To discover it was totally true.
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A Haiku is a traditional
Japanese poem. It contains
three lines of five, seven and five
syllables. Haikus do not usually
rhyme.

His hair black as night

A lightning scar tells his life

He is a legend.

By Cherie, age 10 A
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An epitaph is a brief poem
inscribed on a tombstone praising
a deceased person, usually with
rhyming lines.

% Epitaph For A Smoke &

Here lies Sam Shay,

Smoked six packs a day.

He started smoking when he was
five.

Now that fool is no longer alive.
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A ballad is a short poem that tells

a story. There are usually 2 or 4

lines in each verse. These poems
usually rhyme.

The Highwayman
The wind was a torrent of darkness

among the gusty trees,

The moon was a ghostly galleon

tossed upon cloudy seas,
The road was a ribbon of moonlight

over the purple moor,

And the highwayman came riding,

Riding, riding.
The highwayman came riding,

up to the old inn door.
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Acrostic Poetry is where the first
letter of each line spells a word,
usually using the same words as
in the title.

Deep in the ocean
Or at the zoo
Leaping over waves

Playing

Having fun

In the water <~

Nice and peaceful

So special
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Kennings were originally written
in Old English or Old Norse. A

kenning describes something

familiar in an uncommon way,

without using its name.

Night prowler
Moon Howler
Swift runner
Meat hunter
Air sniffer

Throat ripper
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A clerihew is a four line comic
verse of two rhyming couplets.
The lines can be any length but
the first contains the name of the
well known person who is being
written about. The second line
should rhyme with the person's
name.

Our teacher, Mrs. Shaw,

Really knows how to draw.

But her awful paintings

Have caused many faintings.
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Nonsense poems are usually funny
rhyming poems. They do not make

any sense at alll Some nonsense

poems use made up words.
()

Twas brillig, and the slithy toves
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe:
All mimsy were the borogoves,

And the mome raths outgrabe.
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A shape poem is a poem about an
object or thing. It is written in the
shape of the object.

JY

1
Apple
A wonderful frtiit,
Bright red or green,
So juicy and sweet
A healthy treat!
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A cinquain is a short poem that

doesn't rhyme. It has 5 lines.

line 1: a noun f'
line 2: 2 adjectives / l

line 3: 3 verbs }1

line 4: a phrase or a sentence
line 5: a synonym/noun
penguin
black, white
waddling, swimming, leaping
tuxedo in cold water

emperor
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A riddle is a question or
statement, sometimes in rhyme
form, which forms a puzzle to be
solved by the reader.

Voiceless it cries,
Wingless flutters,
Toothless bites,
Mouthless mutters.

By J.R.R. Tolkein
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A sonnetis a rhyming poem that has 14
lines. Each line has 10 syllables. A
sonnet can be broken down into four

sections called quatrains.

Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?
Thou art more lovely and more temperate:
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer's lease hath all too short a date:
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,
And often is his gold complexion dimm'd;

And every fair from fair sometime declines,

By chance, or nature's changing course, untrimm'd;
But thy eternal summer shall not fade
Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow'st;
Nor shall Death brag thou wander'st in his shade,
When in eternal lines to time thou grow'st;

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

William Shakespeare
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