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Living on Earth, for most of its inhabitants, is a
constant struggle to survive. However, the Earth is
home to about 8.7 million v,

different species of living %/ /__

things. These amazing [ -+
plants and animals manage
to survive the many

‘\.
\
dangers that threaten their \\\{".

-

existence. How do they do
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Wild Weather

Around the world wild
weather threatens all
living things. Floods,
droughts, strong winds

lightning strikes and
extremes of heat or
cold can all present
problems for plants
and animals.
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Deadly Diseases

Both plants and animals can
be affected by diseases.
Diseases can be caused by

micro-organisms, (including ‘ b
bacteria, viruses and fungi),

parasites, pollution, poor
nutrition or even genetics.
Diseases can wipe out
entire communities of living
things.
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Natural Disasters are
disasters that are
caused by natural
phenomena. They
include volcanic

eruptions, earthquakes,
avalanches, tornadoes,
tsunamis, wildfires,
hurricanes, droughts
and floods.
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Every living thing has to
either produce its own
food, or eat other plants
or animals to survive.

This poses two challenges

- finding enough food,
water and other resources
to stay alive, and avoiding
becoming someone's
dinner!
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We now know that the
Earth's climate is changing.
This means that the weather
patterns and ecosystems
are changing more quickly

than many people and

species can adapt. WWF

believe that 1 in 6 species is

at risk of extinction because 5
of climate change. A &)
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Humans have adapted to live
in almost every environment
on Earth. Human activities

have led to the pollution of
the environment, and a

reduction in the amount of
land available for other
animals and plants, which
makes it difficult for some
species to survive.
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Camouflage is a visual disguise.
It makes the animal very
difficult to see. Being hard to
see means that predators can
hunt, or wait for their prey,

without being noticed. Prey can
avoid being eaten by 'hiding’ '
using camouflage. Some
botanists have discovered that &=
plants also use camouflage.
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Many living things have
adapted to living in
different environments.

Polar bears show

adaptations that allow
them to survive in the cold
Arctic environment, while
camels have adapted to
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Mimicry is when animals or insects look like other
dangerous, bad tasting or poisonous animals or
insects. They pretend to be what they are not.

Some snakes,
butterflies and
moths use this
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Evolution happens because 4 345 .1

iy
of small variations caused g <=
by environmental or et
genetic changes. If a %Q‘gj P s
variation gives the Qe

organism an advantage it is
more likely to be passed on

to the next generation. o
This is known as 'Survival of £




[image: image13.png]Some plants and animals have
adaptations that help them avoid | s =&
being eaten. Adaptations include 1
living in groups, being speedy,

having defenses such as stings or

poison and having eyes to the side
of their head. They may also show
certain colours to warn possible
predators that they are not a good
choice for supper!
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Animals have developed some
ingenious ways of preparing to
survive through winter. Some birds
migrate to warmer areas. Animals s
such as bears hibernate. Other

animals create food stores. Some
animals adapt - growing thicker

fur, changing their diet or spending
their time hiding in warm holes in
trees, under logs or underground. ¢
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