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[image: image2.png]Turner was one of England's
| greatest artists. He painted
landscapes from all around the
| British Isles and Europe. Turner
paid great attention to the effect
|light had on different scenes, his
| work influenced impressionist
painters in the years that

| followed.




[image: image3.png]Joseph Mallord William Turner was |-
| born in London, England, on April '
23,1775. His father was a barber. |-
| His mother was mentally ill and was |
sent away to an asylum. Turner
| didn't go to school but his father
| taught hlm how to read.




[image: image4.png][Becorming an Artist|

From a very early age Turner loved |-
| to sketch, in 1786 he spent a year
in the countryside, at his Uncle's
|house. On long walks he would
sketch the buildings and
|landscapes he found. His earliest
| paintings and sketches came from
this time.
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[image: image5.png]In 1789 Turner enrolled in the .
| Royal Academy School. The school
gave professional training to

| artists and is the oldest art school
in the country. Turner had his .
|first exhibit there in 1790 when he |
| was only 15 years old. :




[image: image6.png]| Until 1795 most of Turner's

| paintings had been done using

| watercolours. After that date he
| | began to become interested in oil
painting. His first oil painting

| "Fishermen at Sea” was hung in the
| Royal Academy in 1796.




[image: image7.png]Throughout his life Turner liked to |-

| take sketching tours all around the |

country. He would take long walks, |-

| of ten upto 25 miles a day, and
would spend his time filling his

| sketchbooks with images he saw

| along the way.




[image: image8.png][Touring Europe]

When the Napoleonic war ended in
11802 Turner took the opportunity
to travel to Europe to continue his
| sketching tours. He made over
400 sketches during his trip. He

| also visited the Louvre and studied
| the works of the old masters.
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In 1807 Turner was elected
|"Professor of Perspective" at the
Royal Academy. He continued to

| teach at the academy for many
years in addition to working on his
| own Paintings.
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[image: image10.png][Changing Styles]

As Turner grew older his painting
| style changed. He paintings
became more abstract with more
| attention being given to colour and
light effects than to portraying
| realistic images. Some people did
| not like this new style but Turner |
| was a well respected artist so many |

| people 3up‘por'fed him.




[image: image11.png][Turner Dies|

In his later years Turner became
‘| reclusive, he died in his room on
December 19th 1851. Shortly
| before he died he said, "It is
through these eyes, closed forever |
| af the bottom of the tomb, that |
| generations as yet unborn will see
| nature."




[image: image12.png]| The gallery for the pictures was
never built. Ten years after his :

| death the National Gallery, London, |
was given the whole Turner '

| collection. This included over a

| hundred finished pictures, 250

| unfinished pictures and oil

| sketches, and over 19,000
watercolours and drawings.




[image: image13.png][Vistiing Turner-s|
: Paintings

| If you would like to see Turners
paintings today you can go and visit |-

| them in London - in 1987 a new wing
of the Tate, the Clore Gallery, was

| opened to house the Turner

| bequest, though some of Turner's

| most important paintings remain in

| the National Gallery.




[image: image14.png]The Turner Prize was set up in
11984 to celebrate new
developments in contempory art. |
| The patrons who founded the prize
wanted a name associated with \
| great British art, they chose

| Turner, because Turner wanted to
|establish a prize for young artists
| and also because his work was
controversial in his own time.





