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. thdﬂowers are flowers that
Jgrow in the wild. They
haven't been seeded or

Different types of wildflowers '

A grow in different places.
|Some grow in meadows,
others prefer woodlands or
Jmarshlands. Many
wildflowers also grow in our
gardens. Sometimes we call
them weeds.
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When you are trying to -
[§]identify wildflowers you can
N look at their characteristics.

§]Look at things like the colour
of their petals, how many

L |petals there are, the shape of
altheir leaves or their stems - do

" Jthe plants stand upright or trail
Jalong the ground?

|Some wildflowers are so

& common you might be able to
Jidentify them straight away.
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Wildflowers, like many other
flowers, have their own ways of
getting their seeds to new areas

\ wildflowers, like dandelions,
-have fluffy seeds which are

gd carried by the wind. Other
wildflowers depend on water to
transport thetr seeds. Insects,

A
carrg wildflower seeds, dropping S\
them later in new areas.
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Many wildflowers are verg
[&]common, so collecting a few

3 samples to look at later is OK.
|However, some wildflowers are
quite rare, if you're not sure it is

e |best to leave the plant alone and
dlstudy it in its natural

" Jenvironment. You can take
{photographs or draw and take
notes about the flower without
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When studying wildflowers you

? could think about:

where is the plant growing?
can you find out its Latin
name?

what are its main features
e.g. colour, shape and size
of flowers.

is it native or non-native?

is it helpful or a nuisance?




[image: image7.png]b Have you ever heard things
about wildflowers such as

g blowing the seeds from a

i dandelion will tell you the
Mjtime, or mean you can make

a wish?

sl Ever plucked the petals off a

dalsg while saying, "Loves me,
{loves me not"?

%] There are many tales about

M wildflowers; can you find any
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Buttercups are common
wildflowers. They can be found
A growing in many different places.
Buttercups have shiny, yellow

b petals that often form a cupped

 |shape.

B|People sometimes hold buttercups
[ Junder the chin of a family member
Hor friend. If a yellow reflection
dfrom the flower’s shiny petals can
slbe seen under the chin, the person
is said to like butter.




[image: image9.png](|A dandelion is a wildflower.
{Many people call it a weed.
They are named for their
B sharp leaves that look like
A lion's teeth. Its seeds are
Jlike little parachutes that
flg away with the wind,

{spreading and growing

{ﬁ more dandelions.
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There are many different

species of daisy, they come |
#lin many different colours
aland sizes.

] The common or field datsg
grows on lawns, fields and
meadows. It has flowers
{with a yellow centre and
] white petals.
& Common daisys are used
2\ to make daisy chains.

+.<




[image: image11.png]:_‘ The thistle is a prickly

] leaved plant which has

F .

Hpurple or pink flowers.

3] The thistle grows in fields,

Al pastures, waterways and
3 by the roadside.

F

F] The thistle is the national
emblem of Scotland.




[image: image12.png]tgpes of clover. Theg
i grow on lawns, fields
#land meadows. Clover
i flowers can be white,

Yyellow, purple or pink.
. Most clover leaves grow




[image: image13.png]bluebells are found in woodlands &
during Spring. '
Bluebells are an important early

|food source for bees, hoverflies
{and butterflies that feed on nectar.
In folklore, bluebells are also
L Aknown as ‘fairy flowers’. It was
”5 believed that fairies used bluebells
&0 trap passersby, particularly
fismall children!




[image: image14.png]B The red poppy is one of the world's
most popular Wleﬂowers Its

countrgade where it's often found in L%
i corn fields, gtvmg it the mckname

”corn poppy" or "corn rose."

=l The red poppy grew in the
battleﬁelds of the First World War,
Edbecause of this we use the poppy as




[image: image15.png]yBrambles have thick prickly <&
stems, tooth-edged leaves with 2 o
L prickles on the underside, and & :
flowers that are usually white % =&
\ with pink splashes. They are

» |best known for their
2lblackberries that grow from
late summer into autumn.
{Brambles will grow almost

Janywhere, including
g flowerbeds, hedgerows,
Jwoodland and fields.

7897
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| Nettles grow well almost
anywhere that humans live. If we
touch nettles we break the hollow
hairs, containing formic acid,

\ which can be found on the leaves. |
“| This causes us to feel a sting.

| They are edible when cooked or
J{crushed, they can be used to make
glfabric and they are an important
habitat for tortoiseshell butterflies.
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§ Cowslip is a wildflower
with small yellow flowers
which open from March
to May.

AR grows in open
.Jgrassland where it can
Flhave lots of sunlight.

| Cowslip is an important
i|food source for bees and
&l some butterlies.
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j|Forget-me-nots are plants 0 e
e with clusters of little flowers. [ ‘
#] There are about 50 different

B species. These spring time &
flowers are usually blue with

A
gellow centres. Leaves are

grey-green, hairy and
stalkless. In the wild, they
an be found in wet places




[image: image19.png]The Evening Primrose looks like
an overgrown buttercup. Its
flowers open up when the sun
goes down.

By This wildflower is native to
North America but was
| introduced to the UK in the
11600s. It can be found on dry
{waste ground, roadside verges, e
i’ sand dunes, gardens, fields and
il meadows.




[image: image20.png]| A Snowdrop plant looks like three

4| drops of milk hanging from a
stem. This explains the Latin
name Galanthus which means

\ milk-white flowers. Snowdrops

L |are the earliest flowering bulbs,
alsometimes growing before the
snow has melted.
|Snowdrops are commonly found
[Alin damp woods, along the sides of
Sl streams, in meadows and shady
gardens.





