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[image: image2.png]Mardi Gras is a period of
celebration, leading up to the
start of Lent. In English, Mardi
Gras means 'Fat Tuesday'.
Some cities famous for Mardi

Gras celebrations include Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, Quebec City,
Canada; and New Orleans,
United States. Celebrations
often include parades, wearing
masks and costumes, dancing,
and sports competitions.




[image: image3.png]E important of the traditional
Chinese holidays. In China it is
known as the ‘Spring Festival,

and it marks the end of the

Winter Season.

Chinese New Year is celebrated

by Chinese people living around
;} the world. People buy presents,
% i decorate homes, watch fireworks,
share family feasts and, on New

Years Dag,, children recelve

money in red envelopes.
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Hanukkah is an eight day Jewish
Festival, also known as the 'Festival
of Lights'. Hanukkah
commemorates the rededication of
the Holy Temple in Jerusalem.

During the festival candles are lit on
a Menorah, one additional candle is
lit each night of the festival.
Traditional foods, including potato
pancakes, doughnuts and pastries
are eaten. Children play dreidel
and may receive gelt and other gifts
for Hanukkah.
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Thanksgiving is a holiday,
celebrated mostly in the United
States and Canada. Thanksgiving
originated when European settlers
celebrated harvest with Native
Americans.

People celebrate with a
Thanksgiving dinner, including
Turkey, potatoes, cranberry sauce,
corn and stuffing. Thanksgiving
parades also take place, the most
famous being the Macy's
Thanksgiving Parade in Manhattan.




[image: image6.png]Hogmanay is the Scottish word for
the last day of the year. It is the
start of the celebration which lasts
through the night into New Years
Day. One of the most common

customs of the celebration is
first-footing’, which starts at
midnight. People travel to friends
houses, bringing gifts of coal,
shortbread, whisky and fruitcake.
All of which are thought to bring
luck for the new year.
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Winter Seolstice

The Winter Solstice, also known
as Midwinter and the longest
night, occurs between December
20th - 23rd. The Winter
Solstice has been a time of
celebration throughout history.

Although it is the shortest day =

of the year, it marks the turning = =
point from which days begin to g
grow longer. People would

celebrate to welcome back

longer days with drinking,

gift-giving, bonfires and candles. !
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Diwali, or the 'Festival of Light/,
is a Hindu festival, celebrated
by Hindus around the world.
Small oil lamps are lit during
Diwali, to signify the triumph of
good over evil. The lamps also
welcome the goddess Lakshmi
into their homes.

People celebrate Diwali by
wearing new clothes and
sharing sweets and snacks with
their family members and
friends.
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Saint Stephen’s Day is
celebrated on the 26th of
December by Christians.

It commemorates St
Stephen, the first Christian

martyr. Saint Stephen’s Day
is a public holiday in many
countries around Europe,
and is often spent visiting
families.

Sporting events are common
on Saint Stephen’s Day.




[image: image10.png]B{ The Feast of Saint
Lucia occurs on the
13th December. In
{Sweden and Norway

girls dress in white
dresses with a red

crown of candles and

lead a procession of
ewomen, carrying

candles, through the
5 town or into church.
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The Presentation of Jesus
at the Temple, or
Candlemas, is celebrated
by Christians around the
world on February 2nd.

Candlemas was
traditionally the day that
priests blessed the candles
that would be used
throughout the year.
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Christmas is a Christian
festival that takes place on
December 25th. It is
celebrated all around the
world.

At Christmas people
remember the birth of Jesus
Christ.

They gather with friends
and family, give gifts and
decorate their houses.




[image: image13.png]4 Roman J‘esttval which was
held to honour Saturn, the
M father of many of the

4 Roman gods.

It was originally celebrated
* on December 17th but
4 became a week long

& celebration, including
# dancing, giving small gifts,
4 gambling and a feast in
gjwhich slaves were served by

Edtheir masters.
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Wren day is celebrated on
26th December in the Isle of

Man, Ireland and Wales. The ¥

tradition consists of "hunting”

a fake wren, and putting it on
top of a decorated pole.
Wrenboys dressed up in

masks, straw suits and
colourful clothing celebrate

the Wren by parading through
towns and villages in
remembrance of a festival that |

was celebrated by the Druids. B8
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