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[image: image2.png]Forest and woodland
habitats are places
that have a lot of

trees.

If you can see more
trees around you than
patches of grass, and
open spaces, you're
probably in a forest!




[image: image3.png]Where in e werled @
weeellance anel ferest

Trees can grow almost

anywhere in the world, as
long as they have enough
space, and enough water.

Therefore, forest habitats
can be very different
depending where in the
world they are.

There are two main types of
forest; coniferous and
deciduous.
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Coniferous trees are trees
that produce seeds in
cones, like pine trees and
spruce trees.

They have thin, needle-like
or scaly spikes for leaves. §
Most coniferous forests are |

found along the northern
parts of the world. These
are also called boreal
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Coniferous forests have short |
summers and long winters, so ’
animals there need to be able
to keep warm for a long time.

Some birds and butterflies go
south, and some animals
hibernate, which means they
sleep during the coldest times §
of the year.




[image: image6.png]Deciclueous ﬁ@?@@ﬁ@

Demduous trees have flat leaves
that change colours in the
autumn, fall off in the winter,
and grow back in the spring.
Oak trees and maple trees are

deciduous.

Deciduous forests are dotted all
over the place, but mostly along
the eastern side of North
America, central and northern
Europe, and northeast Asia.
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Deciduous forests !
don’t provide much
shelter in the winter
because all the ;
leaves are gone from

the trees.

So, animals need to |
store up enough food §
for the winter, or -
hibernate.
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Animals and insects who live
in forest and woodland
habitats rely on the trees to
give them what they need -
shelter, food, and protection

from other creatures higher
up the food chain.

They also use the streams
and ponds within forests to
get water.
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The forest floor is where all the

dead leaves and branches fall, §
where animals leave bits of their |
dinner and where mushrooms ]
grow. It’'s sometimes called the |

recycling layer, because it's
where everything in the forest
falls down, breaks down and
becomes part of the ground
again, to help more plants and
trees grow.
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Just above the forest floor you come to the herb
layer, which includes all the ferns and flowers that
grow along the forest floor.

Parts of @ Ferest = Shrub Layer

A little above the forest floor is the shrub layer.
The shrub layer includes larger plants, like bushes
and shrubs, that have woody twigs and branches.
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The understorey of the forest is all the trees that
are still growing - they haven’t reached the same
height as most of the trees in the forest.

Parts of @ Ferest - Canepy

The canopy is formed by all the tree branches and
leaves joining up with other nearby tree branches
and leaves. It forms an umbrella like roof, over
the forest




[image: image12.png]Parts ef @ Ferest - Energent Layer

The emergent layer is what we call trees that poke

through the canopy - they are growing faster than
the trees around them, and have reached up over
everythmg else.
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Great
Grey Owl
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