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[image: image2.png]What is the World Cup?

The FIFA World cup is an
international football
competition in which
men’s teams from all
around the world take

part. Each National team
must be a member of the
Fedération Internationale
de Football Association
(FIFA).




[image: image3.png]The World Cup
championship has been
held every four years
since 1930. However,
the 1942 and 1946

championships did not
take place because of
World War IL
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Over 200 countries are

current members of FIFA and

in the 3 years before the

World Cup they play against 77
each other in order to qualify 7/

to play in the finals. Only 32
teams come through the
qualifying rounds. The finals
take place in the host
country, they last for about
one month.
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Out of the hundreds of
countries that take part, only
8 nations have won the
World Cup. Brazil has won
5 times, Italy and Germany

have won 4 times each. Two
countries, Uruguay and
Argentina, have each won
twice. England, Spain and
France have each won the
championship once.
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The first International
competition was played in
Glasgow, in 1872, between
Scotland and Eng land. At that
time football wasn’t commonly

played in other countries. It was
introduced to the Olympics in
1900 as a demonstration sport
but no medals were awarded. In
the 1908 Olympic Games it
became an official competition.
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FIFA was founded in 1904
and they tried introducing
international tournaments
in 1906 but they were a
failure. In 1928, after
seeing successful Olympic

football tournaments, FIFA
decided to hold their own
World Tournament. It
was held in 1930 in




[image: image8.png]The First World Cup

National Football Associations
were invited to send teams to
represent their countries for the
first World Cup Championships.
The choice of host country meant
that many European countries

could not afford to send teams. In

the erld only 4 European.countrles A‘.},‘~.'
(Belgium, France, Romania and " NI
Yugoslavia) made it to the games. xF-ODANY.

7 South American and 2 North
American Countries also took part.
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[image: image9.png]The First Cup Finals

The first two matches took
place at the same time on
July 30th 1930. The first
goal was scored by Lucien
Laurent of France. The
final was held between

Uruguay and Argentina.
Uruguay won scoring 4
goals against Argentina’s 2.
43,000 people watched as
Uruguay became the first |
ever World Cup champions.
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From 1930 to 1970 the
Jules Rimet Trophy was
awarded to the winning
team. The trophy was
known simply as the World
Cup until 1946, when it

was renamed after Jules
Rimet, the FIFA president
who set up the first world
cup championships.
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When Brazil won the
tournament in 1970 they
were allowed to keep the
original World Cup Trophy.
However, it was stolen in
1983 and has never been

recovered. Some people
believe it has been melted
down by the thieves.
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Today’s World Cup trophy was
designed by Italian designer Silvio
Gazzaniga. The trophy is 36cm high
and made of 18 carat gold. The
bottom side of the trophy shows the
year and name of each FIFA World

Cup winner since 1974. The trophy is
not awarded to the winning nation
permanently. World Cup winners keep
the trophy until the next tournament.
They are then given a gold-plated




[image: image13.png]How popular is the world cup?

The World Cup is the % = Wiy “
most popular sporting L

event in the World. It

was first shown on

television in 1954.

The 2006 final was





